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By George
     The following is CVEC Manager 
George Hand’s presentation at the 
cooperative’s annual meeting on Sept. 
17.     
     Since we met here one year ago for 
the annual meeting of the members/
owners of Canadian Valley Electric 
Cooperative, we have witnessed record 
breaking weather extremes at both ends 
of the temperature spectrum.  As Gary 
England said, “This was the hottest July 
since they invented thermometers.”  
This hot, dry, record breaking summer 
followed record low temperatures in 
February which were accompanied by 
record snowfalls.  At this point we are 
still waiting on the record rainfall to 
complete the weather cycle.  Unless 
you are one of the “snowbirds” that 
flew south for the winter and only 
passed through on your way north when 
the seasons changed, you experienced 
this as a year “like we’ve never seen 
before.”
      A couple of months ago I visited 
with a friend who managed another 
electric cooperative in Oklahoma back 
in the 1970s and is now retired and 
runs a herd of momma cows.  He said 
“I have always matched my hay to the 
cows.  This year I am going to have to 
match my cows to the hay and I don’t 
have enough years left to build back.”   
Another friend that ranches in New 
Mexico where it is even dryer told me 
that the only grass he had left grew in 
2010 and he feared fire everyday.  He 
also stated that there was not enough 
moisture this past spring for his pas-
tures to green up.  I have watched truck 
load after truck load of hay headed 
from north to south and from east to 
west.  I am told that those bales of 
hay sell for from $65 to $100 each.  
Feeding that priced hay to cows takes a 
lot of faith in the future, but then farm-
ing and ranching always has.
     Weather extremes are the number 
one nemesis of electric distribution 
systems.  While we were experiencing 
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The cost of staying cool
By Lloyd Parks, CVEC Manager 
of Technology and Information 
Services
     We all want to keep cool dur-
ing the hot summer days but how 
much is it really costing us?  This 
summer we had record heat and 
I am sure record energy use for 
most of us was at a record high 
as well.  Energy will not be any 
cheaper than it is today and will 
just continue to rise in cost. We, as 
consumers need to find ways to be 
more efficient and energy con-
scious.  Some suggestions would 
be adding insulation, caulking to 
reduce infiltration, having your 
unit serviced regularly, changing 
air filters monthly, and a program-
mable thermostat is a good idea as 
well.
     Recently I did an experiment 
to see just how much my AC unit 
was cycling, the duration of runtimes, and what difference varying the thermostat would make.  
To do this I installed an electronic meter just on my AC compressor outside.  This is a meter that 
has the capability to record the energy consumed at any interval length that you desire and can 
download the data to do load flows or calculations.  I used a 5 minute interval to record by, to get 
a decent resolution for the test.  The results were pretty much what I anticipated, but interesting 
none the less, so I thought I would share them with our consumers.  
     For the examples that I will talk about, I tried to use days that were comparable temperatures 
and only vary my thermostat settings to express a couple of key points. 
     1. For every degree change in your thermostat setting, your energy consumption will go up  
exponentially.
     2. Changing your thermostat setting (warmer in summer, cooler in winter) during times when 
you are gone can lower your energy use considerably.
     My home is right at 2,000-square-foot in size, brick exterior with no trees to shade it, and a 
5-ton heat pump.  I typically keep my thermostat set at 80º during the day and 76º from 6 p.m. to 
6 a.m.  This is very easy to accomplish with a programmable thermostat and not that costly of an 
investment.  
    The first scenario in the graph below was with my typical thermostat setting, 80º during the 
day and 76º from 6 p.m. to 6 
a.m.  As you can see, raising 
the setting to 80º allowed my 
compressor to have a down-
time of 6 hours and a recov-
ery time when adjusted back 
to 76º of about 2 hours. Total 
energy used by my unit this 
day was 23 kwh.
     On day two of the experi-
ment, I left the temperature 
set at a constant 76º degrees. 

cont. on page 3
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By George cont. 

   record snowfall, record low temperatures and record high tem-
peratures, our biggest fears, ice storms and tornados bypassed 
the Canadian Valley electric systems this past year. This year the 
most poles lost were due to wildfires. Those numbers have not 
approached the damage to the electric system that an ice storm or 
long run tornado can do. This year damage to the electric system 
has been comparatively less than recent years.  We felt like we were 
due a break, but then that is something we don’t control.  We are 
grateful.
     The cold winter and record breaking hot summer brought with 
those temperature extremes, new records for the consumption of 
electricity not only in the Canadian Valley Electric distribution area, 
but throughout the state and region.  These higher energy usage lev-
els brought higher electric bills to most this year.  These new higher 
bench marks for electric energy consumption keep us mindful that 
the future will require additional generating plants to meet the elec-
tric energy needs of a hopefully rebounding economy.  
     Today there is much uncertainty about how our future needs for 
electric energy will be met.  (I was recently told that we are ship-
ping our coal to China for their power plants.)  While coal is our 
most abundant and lowest cost resource today, the future regulatory 
uncertainty makes the risks too high for utilities and investors to 
commit billions of dollars to that option for future electric genera-
tion needs.  
     In the past few years three planned new coal-fired generating 
plants in Oklahoma alone have been cancelled due to this uncer-
tainty.  Our leaders today are concerned that we are putting too 
much “exhaust” into the air.  When it comes to the battle between 
our cars and our electric generating plants, the cars are going to 
win.  Today we are seeing mandated additional and more stringent 
emission requirements being placed on existing coal fired generating 
plants.  The equipment cost of meeting these new emissions regula-
tions will approach the original cost of the generating plants with 
no additional electric energy output.  This can only mean that the 
same kilowatt-hours will cost significantly more.  The big concern 
and risk is that these additional expenditures on existing generating 
plants will not address the Carbon dioxide issue.  The threat of addi-
tional CO2 regulation or taxes may be an additional burden on every 
electric bill.  Natural gas fired electric generation plants emit only 
about ½ half of the Carbon dioxide that a coal plant puts into the air.  
That is still a lot of CO2 and we still have to build the new generat-
ing plants.  In the 1970’s the government said shut down natural gas 
generators and build coal plants.  The electric utilities did.  Now 
the regulators are saying no to coal plants and are making existing 
coal-fired generating plants more expensive to run.  The consumer 
always pays.  There is no one else.
      Maintaining the lifestyle we the masses have come to expect in 
this country will require innovation on both ends of the supply and 
demand equation for electric energy.  Especially in the near term we 
cannot expect technology alone to save us. 
      Wise, efficient, conservative use of energy will need to be the 
tools the average consumer has in maintaining an electric bill they 
can afford to pay.  Poles, wires and transformers are expensive.  
However they are only about one-fourth of today’s electric bill.  As 
the rules become more stringent these items will become a smaller 
percentage of the monthly bill.  
     Using less and getting the most out of each kWh will likely be 
the average consumer’s only means of fighting back to control rising 
electric bills.  As consumers we must recognize and embrace this 
type of stewardship as a wise choice. 
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P.O. Box 751 Seminole, Okla. 74818
Serving Hughes, Lincoln, McIntosh, 
Okfuskee, Pottawatomie, Seminole 
and portions of Oklahoma, 
Cleveland and Creek counties

Main Office and Headquarters
Interstate 40 at the Prague/Seminole Exit

Area Office
35 W JC Watts Street, Eufaula

Office Hours
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday -Friday

Board of Trustees
President— Matt Goodson, Tecumseh ......................District 5
Vice President — Robert Schoenecke, Meeker .........District 2
Secretary-Tres.—Steve Marak, Meeker ....................District 1
Asst. Sec/Treas. — Joe Semtner, Konawa ................District 6
Yates Adcock, Dustin   ..............................................District 8
Gary Crain, Prague.....................................................District 3
Clayton Eads, Shawnee .............................................District 4
J.P, Duvall, Seminole .................................................District 7
George E Hand .....................................................Manager
J. Roger Henson ....................................................Attorney
Ann Weaver ...........................................................Editor

Telephone Numbers
Seminole .........................................................(405) 382-3680
Shawnee, Tecumseh, Earlsboro ......................(405) 273-4680
Toll free.............................................................(877)382-3680
Eufaula ........................................................... (918) 689-3232

     Read               Billing date
Cycle 1              26th-31st             5th          1-1/2% penalty
Cycle 2               6th-11th             15th        is applied 20 
Cycle 3              16th-21st             25th       after billing date

In Case of Trouble
1. Check for blown fuse or tripped circuit breakers.
2. Check with your neighbors. Ask if their electricity is off 
and if they have reported it.
3. If not call the office and report the trouble.

Operating Statistics for July
                                                            2010                  2011 
Operating Revenues .......................... $5,591,545           $6,234,953 
Wholesale Cost of Power .................. $3,839,726          $4,436,671 
Percentage WPC is of Revenue .................. 68.67               71.16 
Revenue Per Mi of Line: MTD ............... $1,086.79        $1,206.92 
Consumers per mile of line:MTD ..................4.56                 4.57
KWPeak Demand -This Month ................145,392            159,826 
Billing KW Demand ..................................115,005           110,748
KW Peak Demand: YTD .......................... 158,984           162,960
KWH Purchased - This Month .............71,375,110       82,624,690
Taxes Paid ...............................................  $106,227         $123,779
Interest on Long Term Debt ...................  $190,128         $190,732 
System Load Factor ......................................   66.0                69.5

New Services Staked in August
   During the month of August 35 new services were staked. 
The total new services staked in 2011 is 324. This compares 

to 305 for the same period in 2010. 
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      Looking at the next graph, its easy to see 
how much the unit cycled during the day to 
maintain the temperature inside and the period 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. was not much dif-
ferent that the recovery time during the prior 
day. Total energy consumed on this day was 35 
kwh, a 65.7% increase in consumption from 
varying the temperature during the day.
     For the third example, I lowered the tem-
perature by 4º to 72º. It’s easy to see right off 
that the unit is cycling much more frequently 
and during the hottest part of the day it ran non-
stop trying to maintain the temperature.  Total 
energy consumed for this day was 48 kwh. This 
is a 73% increase in consumption for just a 4º 
change.
     If you look at each of the graphs, in addition 
to the longer run times because of the increase 
in temperature, the load measured by the meter 
actually increased as well. To summarize the 
results of these comparisons, please see the table 
below.  Please keep in mind that the figures used 
are only examples and may not be similar to 
your consumption.  There are a lot of variables to 
consider when comparing these figures to your situ-
ation such as, number of people in the home, insu-

lating values, infiltration, and unit efficiency.  The 
goal of the experiment was to demonstrate what an 
impact a little change in habits can have.

BEGINNING BALANCE 7/31/11.........$143,532.86 
Deposits ......................................................... 7,509.71 
Interest Income  ....................................................6.17
Checks Issued ...............................................-6,418.01 
Approved, not yet paid ................................-7,549.66 
BALANCE 8/31/11..............................  $137,081.07

FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT
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The cost of cool continued 

Make a fall energy check list 
     The best time to make sure your house is ready for winter is 
long before the cold weather arrives. Here is a fall energy check-
list:
     • Call a licensed, qualified heating technician to service your 
furnace or boiler.
     • Change the filters in your heating system to ensure air can 
pass through and your heater will work efficiently during the 
winter.
     • Caulk and weather strip around windows and doors to keep 
heated air from leaking out through cracks or gaps.
     • Have a chimney sweep clean and inspect your wood-burning 
fireplace before you light the first fire of the season.
     • Test smoke detectors and carbon monoxide alarms before you 
use your gas or wood fireplace. Change their batteries.
     • Replace the batteries in your digital or programmable thermo-
stat before heating season begins.
     • If you don’t have a programmable thermostat, consider having 
one installed at the time of your heating system inspection. It can 
help you save energy and money on your heating bill by automati-
cally turning the heat down every day when you leave for work or 
go to bed.  811110102

     Honor Old Glory by attending the 11th Annual 
Dignified Disposal of Unserviceable Flags Ceremony, 
6 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 11 at the cooperative’s office, 
Interstate 40 and U.S. Highway 377.
     The event is sponsored by Canadian Valley Elec-
tric Cooperative and American Legion Post 260 of 
Tecumseh, Post 64 of Chandler, and Post 123 of Oke-
mah.  Two $500 U.S. Savings Bonds will be awarded 
to one high school and one middle school student for 
their essays “What Does the Flag Mean To Me?”  Ham-
burgers, hot dogs and soft drinks will be served.

     It’s not cheap to switch your 
energy-efficient incandescent light 
bulbs to long-burning, compact 
fluorescent lamps, but you’ll save 
money in the long run by replacing 
the bulbs less often and by using 
less electricity to burn them.
      So if you’ve noticed that your 
CFLs are burning out too soon, it 
could be that you’re buying the 
wrong kind.
     Normal CFLs aren’t designed 
for use with dimmers. And they 
don’t last as long if you use them 
in enclosed areas or where there’s 
excessive heat, vibration or fluc-
tuations in power.
    Some tips:
     • Before you buy a bulb for a 
dimmer or another special use, 
check its label to learn if it’s made 
for that. Some CFLs work in dim-
mers, motion sensors or three-way 
sockets, for example. But not all of 
them do.
      • Buy the right size bulb for the 
fixture. Using a larger bulb or one 
that burns brighter than recom-
mended for a lamp or ceiling fix-
ture can cause the bulb to overheat 
and burn out prematurely.
     • Avoid placing CFLs in en-
closed indoor fixtures. The lack of 
air circulation and increased heat 
can reduce its life.
     • Choose a special, more-du-
rable CFL for use in an overhead 
fan light, which can vibrate and 
disturb the bulb.
     • If you’re using CFLs out-
doors, find bulbs designed for ex-
terior use, and check the package 
to learn if the bulbs can withstand 
cold temperatures. 
      • Turning a CFL on and off 
frequently can shorten its life. Try 
to leave the CFL on for at least 15 
minutes at a time.

Switching to 
CFLs
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     Each CVEC member family is limited to ONE free classified 
ad per month. The form below must be used. The length of the ad 
cannot exceed three lines on the form. ads run only one time. Area 
codes are not used unless outside the 405 area. 

Trading Center Classifieds

All INFORMATION BELOW MUST BE COMPLETED

     Classified must be received by the 5th of the month to appear in the following 
edition of The Electra-Lite.     

Name 

Address

Account number                                 Phone number

80 acres near Seminole, 
$130,000; 4 ponds, 5 
springs, 5-10 acre hay 
meadow, new fence, pipe 
corral. 382-7250
2 br mobile home, 
Arrowhead Estate. 279-
3211
320 acres Macomb area, 
fenced, cross fenced, 
$2,000 per acre. 631-
1505
07 Solitaire singlewide 
16’x76’, 3 br, 2 ba, alarm, 
ft/back deck $35,750. 
650-6692
3 br, 1 ba on corner, 4 lots, 
storm cellar, Okemah, 
$15,000. 944-1021
2 br, 2 ba, manufactured 
home. (918) 299-7372
3 br. 2 ba, 2 car garage, 
granite, 1 acre, north of 
Shawnee near North Rock 
Creek School, $130,000. 
596-6776
Brick 735 sq ft house, 5.9 
acres, 4 stocked ponds 2 
br, well, septic, ch/a, extra 
buildings, appraise for 
$66,000 w/repairs made, 
11631 HWY 177. 279-
1288
12x56 MH, 2 br, w/tongue 
axles to be moved. needs 
work, some furniture, 
appliances, $800 obo. 
899-4674

04 Buick Lesabre limited 
edition $7,000. 452-3604
10 Chevy Malibu silver, 
67k mi, $12,200. 567-
5639
05 Ford diesel F-350 1 
ton dually truck, 4x4, long 
bed, 94k mi, drk gray, 
double cab, $24,500. 567-
4467, 990-5838
78 Ford Tbird, 2 dr, 26k 
mi 302 motor, $2,500 or 
trade. 382-1832
03 Chevy Malibu, 4 dr 
sedan, 3.1 l v6 engine, 
60,500 mi, $3,500. 964-
3661
93 Mercury Sable $1,500. 
598-3540 
Wanted: 88 Chevy pickup 
3/4 ton, 5.7 l vb/tbl for 
parts. 356-9443
73 Datsun pickup $450, 
many parts, 2 trans, 1,600 
engine, $300. 382-0589
95 F150 Supercab XLT 
205k mi, $1,500. 279-
3824
06 Ford V8, auto, 4x4, 
$9,200 obo; 35 Silver 
Streak $6,300 or trade. 
279-2930
02 Chevy Stepside, V8, 
auto, $6,000; 06 Harley 
Davidson Sportster, cus-
tom, $6,000. 333-2925, 
227-6051
88 Ford truck, 3/4 ton, 
needs work, make offer. 
740-2879

98 Firebird t-tops, new 
tires. 598-1202
4 factory rims/tires for 
400 Yamaha Big Bear 4-
wheeler, $35 for all. (918) 
344-6982
64 Chevy Impala to be 
restored, $2,000. 535-
6209

28’ 5th wheel. 279-3211
97 Polaris watercraft, pair, 
$3,500. 333-2925, 227-
6051

5 JD weights, 40 lbs ea. 
279-3638
3010 JD tractor w/ft load-
er, $4,500 firm; Wanted: 
mowing machine caddy. 
784-5575
3 pt Scraper blade 6’ for 
tractor, $100 obo. 567-
5165
Draft team leather har-
ness; 15 seat people 
mover. 708-0465
73 International 1600 
loadstar dump truck, V8 
w/4 spd trans, good tires, 
runs good. (918) 618-
4295
Pull behind grader, other 
farm equip, including box 
blade, older tractor. (918) 
866-2468
3415 New Holland tractor, 
$5,000, angle blade, bale 
spike disc, pole boom, 
brush hog. 598-3680

Reg. polled hereford 
bulls, $1,200-$1,500 ea, 
reg heifers. 598-3540, 
274-3580
AKC Mastiff pups, champ 
bloodlines, $600-$1,200. 
(918) 618-4044
2 y/o polled hereford bull, 
reg, performance data, 
$800. 274-3580, 650-
2990
1 blk cow, 1 blk wf cow, 
1,200-1,300 pounds, 
heavy breed $1,200 ea; 
2 cows w/bull calves, 
$1,300-$1,400 pair year-
ling heifers $800. 820-
3862
Pure bred border collie 
pups, $50. 452-3994
Boer goats, bucks, does, 
show prospects, wethers, 
does. 598-5238
Donkeys. 593-7447

1935 Magic range. 356-
9443
Large more than 60-
year-old “Cities Services 
Ahead” oil company sign, 
$95. 382-2520
Wanted: first edition of 
Cherokee Roots by Bob 
Blankenship. 382-3045, 
221-1523
Cardio glide exc. Schwinn 
Airdyne; spinning wheel 
lamp. 221-1220
Free 10 bags of wood pel-
lets. 273-6697
Weaver 4x rifle scope 
$30; t-ball tee, bat, hel-
met, $30. 273-0817
Free fruit jars qt or pint. 
356-2706
Grasshopper zero turn 
radius mowers, low 
hours, one is water cooled 
Kubota, $2,500 & up. 
567-1918
Nice women’s suits, size 
6-10, $10 ea. 567-7247
Compaq Presario comput-
er, 1024 mb, 160 gig hd, 
HP 1907/19” monitor; HP 
deskjet printer, keyboard, 
mouse, $350 obo. 420-

9124, 290-8779
2 burial spaces Resthaven 
Memorial Park Shawnee, 
Masonic section, $2,000 
for both obo. 250-1748
Wanted: leftover yard sale 
items. 519-3500
Vintage player piano, AC 
Cheney, 195 rolls, good 
cond, $4,000. obo. 997-
5462
2 wheelchair lifts; 1 Ricon 
for fullsize van, $350; 1 
Amigo for pickup or SUV 
$150. 275-3129, 313-
6413
Blk leather recliner, couch, 
$900; trunk coffee table, 
$200; lamp table, $100; 
Lowery piano, $2,000. 
454-2079
Clocks sale and repair. 
513-2986
4’x30 steel smoker $1,000; 
6’ Joiner Delta, $150; 30” 
gas range, elec. igniter, 
$150. 279-2330
Divan $10; Kenmore 
chest freezer, $30; 2 rid-
ing mower, lawn mower 
parts. 626-3870
Console piano w/bench 
$400 obo; like new power 
wheelchair $500 obo; 
antique white wrought 
iron patio set, $400 obo. 
598-8455
Used 100 watt police 
siren, speaker, different 
siren tones, mtg brackets. 
275-9638, 640-6417
Lrg Igloo dog house, $25; 
alum camper shell for sm 
pickup, $20. 454-0510
Used garage door insu-
lated, 18’, $400; cedar 
tree removal, $60 hr. 398-
4911, 380-4431
Sears Pro-Form Elliptical, 
like new, 5 training/4 goal 
programs, $100. 964-
4540
7’ Christmas Tree, $25; 
4’ reindeer w/lights, $25. 
279-3638
Wanted: used books. 878-
8858
Wanted: used sheet metal 
for mobile home skirting. 
535-6209 

Real Estate Misc

Pets/livestock

Farm

Automobiles

RV/Marine

     The hidden account number hidden in the June 
edition of The ElectraLite is worth $25. Remember 
the contest rules as you search.  1. The account num-
ber must be your own and found within the contents 
of the paper. 2. Your number must be reported by the 
15th of each month. 3. You must report to our office 
by phone, mail or in person.
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